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dane.scott@mso.um t.edu.
JULY EVENTS AT UM EXPLORE ENVIRONMENTAL THOUGHT
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana Center for Ethics is offering six events in July that are free
and open to the public during the environmental ethics institute “Exploring Environmental
Thought. ”
The evening lectures and panel discussions begin at 7:30 p.m. in Gallagher Business
Building. Each presentation will be followed by a question-and-answer period.
Following is a schedule of the events:
■ Tuesday, July 18, Room 123: “When We Restore Nature, What Do We Owe the
Past?” A lecture by Andrew Light, University of Washington.
The topic of ecological restoration is important in western Montana, given our vast
public lands and wilderness areas. In a provocative discussion, Light offers reasons to
believe we have moral obligations to retain elements of industrial or agricultural
legacies, or “disturbance memories,” in our restoration efforts. Light is a leading
environmental thinker, sought-after speaker and widely published author.
■ Thursday, July 20, Room 106: “The Death of Environmentalism.” A discussion of
the controversial essay featuring panelists William Chaloupka, Colorado State
University; Daniel Kemmis, O’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West;
Andrew Light, University of Washington; and Tracy Stone-Manning, Clark Fork
Coalition.
The essay “The Death of Environmentalism,” by authors Michael Shellenberger and Ted
Norhaus, has generated a strong response from environmental groups around the country.
Has the environmental movement started in the 1960s run its course and is it, as the
essay claims, no longer politically effective? If so, what would a more modem and
effective environmental movement look like? The panel discusses these questions and
-more-
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others raised by the essay and considers the future o f environmentalism in the Rocky
Mountain region.
■

Monday, July 24, Room 123: “Objectivity in Environmental Aesthetics and
Protection of the Environment.” A lecture by Ned Hettinger, College of Charleston.
Hettinger explores the possibility o f distinguishing between better and worse types of
aesthetic environmental appreciation and the use o f such distinctions to justify an
aesthetic defense of environmentalism. In doing so, he examines the connection between
beauty in nature and preservation o f nature. An exceptional photographer, Hettinger also
will illustrate his lecture with contrasting images o f natural beauty and degradation.

■

Tuesday, July 25, Room 123: “The Aesthetics of the Japanese Garden.” A lecture
by Yuriko Saito, Rhode Island School of Design.
In the West, beauty is associated with uncontrolled, wild nature. Yet the highly
manipulated Japanese gardens are praised for their “natural appearance.” Professor Saito
explores this aesthetic paradox in her lecture, accompanied by visual images.

■

Thursday, July 27, Room 106: “Science, Religion, and the Environment.” A
discussion with Holmes Rolston III, Colorado State University; UM Professor
Albert Borgmann; John Hart, Boston University; Ned Hettinger, College of
Charleston; and UM Professor Christopher Preston.
The panel of distinguished philosophers and theologians discusses the relationship
between science, religion and environmental ethics. This is a unique opportunity to
explore the foundations of environmental thought with five highly respected thinkers.

■

Friday, July 28, Room 106: “Generating Intelligent Life on Earth: Six Looming
Questions in Evolutionary Biology.” A lecture by Holmes Rolston III, Colorado
State University.
In addition to his international renown as a respected environmental philosopher, Rolston
is one of the leading thinkers of our time regarding the relationship between science and
religion. He is the 2003 winner o f the prestigious Templeton Prize and his 1997-98
Gifford Lectures Series speeches were later published as “Genes, Genesis and God.”
This former UM Presidential Lecturer provides an insightful presentation of what
evolutionary biology can and cannot tell us about the ultimate origins o f intelligent life
on earth.
For more information, call the UM Center for Ethics, 406-243-5744, or go online to

http:/ / www.umt.edu/ethics.
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